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Looking Back and Moving Forward
By the time you read this, it will be May and the last few weeks of school will be upon us. It has been another great
year for Scotus Central Catholic.
We started the year off welcoming five new teachers and three new maintenance staff. They quickly became active
members of our Scotus family and have had a great impact on our school in their first year.
To the senior class, I extend my gratitude for all that you have done for our school. The impact that you have had on
many of our programs and in the classroom will endure. I hope that you have enjoyed the time you have spent with us and
we wish you the best of luck in the future. May God bless you on your next journey in life and remember, you will always
be a Shamrock!
Looking ahead to next year, we are adding a Literature class to the 8th grade curriculum. One of our school improvement goals is to continue to improve reading comprehension scores especially in grades 7, 8 and 9. We currently have a 7 th
-grade Literature class and believe it will be beneficial to extend it into the 8 th grade.
We are also in the process of a trial run of AR 360 and STAR reading programs. These programs allow us to bring
more nonfiction reading to our students at their current reading level. We also will be able to track results electronically
and help us identify students struggling with reading.
If you have volunteered to help our school in any way this year, we say, “THANK YOU!” We need your support and
help. Next year, we hope to streamline how people can sign up to volunteer at our school. We also want to get more information to you about what you can be helping with. When we all work together, we strengthen the bonds of community
in our school and help carry on the great tradition that is
Scotus Central Catholic.
Summer Hours:
From Jeff Ohnoutka, Scotus President

Semester tests scheduled

School policy requires semester exams to be given to
all students in core classes except Junior High quarter
classes.
These exams are comprehensive in nature and account for 20 percent of the semester grade for most
high school courses and for 10 percent of most junior
high courses.
Second Semester Testing for SENIORS is May 8
and May 9, all in Memorial Hall.
Semester exams for ALL OTHER STUDENTS
are May 16-17 from 8 AM to approximately 11:45 AM
each day.
Lunch will not be served
on either day.
Students will be dismissed
as soon as they are done taking their final exams. Please
plan to pick students up as
soon as possible as they are
not allowed to wander the
building after dismissal.

May, 7 AM-4 PM Mondays through Fridays.
June and July, 7 AM-2 PM Mondays
through Thursdays; closed Fridays.

Closed Tues., July 4, for Independence Day
Beginning Tues., Aug. 1, regular office hours resume,
7 AM-4 PM Mondays through Fridays.
Jeff Ohnoutka, President
Merlin Lahm, Asst. Principal/Athletic Director
Pam Weir, Guidance Counselor
Fr. Capadano, Campus Minister
John Schueth, Development Director

Class of 2017 prepares to say goodbye
The ins and outs of May 9 through 14

Honors Night/Athletic Banquet
May 9, 5:30-6:45 PM, in the Dowd Activity Center
Attire is Business casual or dressy. Intended college
information has been collected, so if more scholarships
have been received, contact Mrs. Weir immediately. This
includes all applicable scholarships offered and those from
the intended college of attendance. Scholarship amounts
will not be read during the Honor’s presentation and
scholarships presented earlier in the program will not be
repeated during individual presentations.
The Athletic Banquet immediately follows the Honors. Cost is $18/person and tickets are available from students until May 2.
 Senior Breakfast/Practice/Pictures
May 10, 7:30-8:15 AM, in the Dowd Activity Center.
Graduation practice begins promptly at 8:25 AM;
BE ON TIME and make sure to all checkout sheets are
completed before practice at 8:25. With regard to attire:
While Goc’s Photography will be taking individual and
a group cap/gown pictures (packets will be given to the
students), please be mindful of appearances from head
to toe under the gown. Take gowns out of the bag prior
to pictures as it may need to be ironed. Immediately following graduation attire pics, a senior group picture will
be taken for Yearbook.
 Senior Mass
May 10, 10:15 AM, in the Dowd Activity Center.
Attire is dressy. Young ladies must dress modestly as
this is Mass. Bare shoulders, midriffs and upper torsos are
not allowed, along with dresses that are too short or tight.
Young men should be in dress slacks (no jeans), shirt and a
tie. Footwear should be dressy (no flip-flops).
Parents, your presence at this special celebration is
more welcome. This is the equivalent of Baccalaureate
for many schools. Seating will be available on the floor.
 Graduation
May 14, 1:30 PM, in the Dowd Activity Center.
Dressy attire is required (see Mass attire requirements above)! BLING ON CAPS AND GOWNS IS
NOT ALLOWED!
Seating will be reserved for parents on the floor immediately behind the graduates. If separate seating is
preferred, please contact the Guidance Office with the
number of chairs to be reserved. Additional reserved
seating for grandparents will be immediately behind parents’ seating, and this is first-come first-serve. Siblings
and extended family are invited to sit in the bleachers.


From Mrs. Pam Weir’s Desk

CCC Scholarship
Students having successfully completed 12 college
credits by the end of their senior year are eligible for a
CCC scholarship. This scholarship pays for 12 credits
between a student’s 1st and 2nd semesters of attendance
at any Central Community College campus.

Guidance Office Summer Hours
The Guidance Office will be closed after June 2nd
for the summer. Drop/Add will be available to students
after August 7th.

Class of 2018 Mini-College Fair
There is a Senior Class of 2018 Mini-College Fair
and Parent Meeting tentatively scheduled for Wed.,
Aug. 9, at 7 PM. Watch the school calendar, upcoming
“Shamrock Lines” and the mail for more information.

Two to be recognized for ACT
Duke University TIP (Talent Identification Program) will recognize Hannah Pflum and Ben Policky for
their performance on a recent ACT test. Hannah and
Ben were two of 14 Scotus 7th-graders to participate in
this program. Congratulations!

Two nominated for Big Red Honors
Shelby Bridger, daughter of Kevin & Heather Bridger and Mariela Vasquez, daughter of Maria & Raul
Vazquez, both 8th-graders have been nominated for
UNL’s Big Red Honors. Congratulations!

Check-Out sheets, fines and fees
must be taken care of before break
The last day of this school year is fast approaching.
Each student will be issued a checkout sheet and will
check in locks/lockers. All fines and fees will need to be
taken care of before that last day of school in order for
the students’ report cards to be released! Have a wonderful and safe summer break.

Tutors sought for next year
The Student Council is looking for students currently in grades 8-11 to be tutors next school year.
Applications are available in the Central Office and
must include name, incoming grade for next year and
subject to tutor (students must have an A in the class

they have taken or are taking in order to be considered).
Return completed forms to Mira Liebig, Lauren
Ostdiek, Liza Zaruba or Mr. Ohnoutka by Fri., May 5.

Food safety practices can help keep you safe and healthy through the summer
Clean: Wash Hands and Surfaces Often

From Cathy Hoops, Nutrition Service Manager

*Wash your hands with warm water and soap for at least 20 seconds before and after handling food and after using
the bathroom.
*Wash your cutting boards, dishes, utensils, and counter tops with hot soapy water after preparing each food item and
before you go on to the next food.
*Rinse fresh fruits and vegetables under running tap water, including those with skins and rinds that are not eaten.
*Keep books, backpacks, or shopping bags off the kitchen table or counters where food is prepared or served.

Separate: Don’t Cross Contaminate

*Separate raw meat, poultry, seafood, and eggs from other foods in your grocery shopping cart, grocery bags, and in
your refrigerator.
*Use one cutting board for fresh produce and a separate one for raw meat, poultry, and seafood.
*Use a food thermometer, which measures the internal temperature of cooked meat, poultry, and egg dishes, to make
sure that the food is cooked to a safe internal temperature.
*Never place cooked food on a plate that previously held raw meat, poultry, seafood, or eggs.

Cook: Cook to Proper Temperature

*Use a food thermometer, which measure the internal temperature of cooked meat, poultry, and egg dishes, to make
sure that the food is cooked to a safe internal temperature.
*Cook beef roasts and steaks to a safe minimum internal temperature of 145*F. Cook pork to a minimum of 145*F.
All poultry should reach a safe minimum internal temperature of 165*F throughout the bird, as measured with a food
thermometer.
*Cook all ground meat to 160*F. Information from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) links eating undercooked ground beef with a higher risk of illness. Remember, color is not a reliable indicator of doneness. Use a
food thermometer to check the internal temperature of your burgers.
*Cook eggs until the yolk and white are firm, not runny. Don’t use recipes in which eggs remain raw or only partially
cooked. Casseroles and other dishes containing eggs should be cooked to 160*F.
*Bring sauces, soups and gravy to a boil when reheating. Heat other leftovers thoroughly to 165*F.

Chill: Refrigerate Promptly

*Refrigerate or freeze meat, poultry, eggs, and
other perishables as soon as you get them home from
the store.
*Never let raw meat, poultry, eggs, cooked food,
or cut fresh fruits or vegetables sit at room temperature for more than two hours before putting them in
the refrigerator or freezer (one hour when the temperature is above 90*F).
*Never defrost food at room temperature. Food
must be kept at a safe temperature during thawing.
There are three safe ways to defrost food: in the refrigerator, in cold water, and in the microwave using
the defrost setting. Food thawed in cold water or in
the microwave should be cooked immediately.
*Always marinate food in the refrigerator.
*Divide large amounts of leftovers into shallow
containers for quicker cooling in the refrigerator.
The Scotus Central Catholic Cafeteria staff daily
records food temperature of all foods cooked and
served. They are kept on record to be viewed periodically by the Dept. of Health and Human Services.

Immunization records due July 1

Do you have a son/daughter entering the 7 grade
this fall? The following immunizations are required prior to entering school:
th

 3 doses of DTaP, DTP, DT or DT vaccine
 3 doses of Polio vaccine
 2 doses of MMR or MMRV vaccine
 3 doses of Hepatitis B vaccine
 2 doses of varicella (chickenpox) or MMRV given on or
after 12 months of age.
 1 dose Tdap (contains Pertussis booster)

IF YOUR STUDENT HAS HAD THE CHICKEN POX, written documentation (including the year)

from a parent, guardian or health care provider will be
accepted. If the child has had varicella disease, they do
not need varicella shots.
Please provide updated/current shot records to Scotus
Central Office by July 1.

Big Give to benefit server, parking lot

The Columbus Area Philanthropy Council is sponsoring the fourth annual Columbus BIG
GIVE day – a 24 hour fundraising
event Fri., May 19. From 12 AM Friday to 12 AM Saturday, Columbus and
Platte County residents along with
stakeholders from outside the region are urged support the
community’s non-profit organizations.
Gifts can be made on-line by choosing the charity you
wish to support at www.ColumbusBigGive.org. If you live
in the Columbus area, gifts may be dropped off at Scotus
or Hy-Vee.
The Big Give also has thousands of dollars of matching funds that will be available to double the impact of
your gift.
This year, our goal is to raise $5,000 to purchase a
new air conditioning system for our school’s computer
server room and to help with signage for the new parking lot.

Sponsors needed for notebooks

Help the school purchase 216 new Lenovo notebooks for our students to use in the classroom.
Donations are still being taken to help reach the
goal of having a notebook for each student to use in the
classrooms of teachers who have requested one-to one
technology access for their students.
The total cost is $42,000. Sponsorships are 10
Lenovos, $2,000; 8 Lenovos, $1,600; 6 Lenovos,
$1,200; 4 Lenovos, $ 800; 2 Lenovos, $ 400; and 1
Lenovo, $200.
Please contact the Scotus development office if you
would like to sponsor a Lenovo or any of the special
requests on the Faculty/Staff Wish List (see page 9).

JC Camp registrations now accepted
Registrations for JC Camp are being accepted in
the Scotus Central Office. Camp dates are June 8-12
and June 22-25. All forms are available on the website
at scotuscc.org. For questions or registrations, please
email JC_Camp@neb.rr.com.

Excessive absences affect grades

Scotus has a policy regarding regular attendance of
students. It is imperative parents and students review
this policy on Excessive Absenteeism on pages 18-19 of
the “Student/Parent Handbook” in order to prevent
grades being reduced due to too many absences.

Golf event enters 10th year

Sat., June 3, is the 10th annual Shamrock Open
Golf Tournament at Tiburon Golf Course in Omaha.
Everyone is welcome to participate and help raise
funds for improvements in the Athletic Department.
The shotgun start at 1 PM will be the beginning of a
day of camaraderie, prizes and food.
To register or to become a sponsor, contact Nick
Puetz at shamrockopen@gmail.com; Joe Puetz, 402203-6945; or John Schueth in the Scotus development
office at 402-564-7165 ext. 109 or
jschueth@scotuscc.org.
Registration and sponsor information forms also
are both available on the Scotus web site under
“Development,” then “Shamrock Open” tabs.

Mark Your Calendars!















Achievement Night, Tues., May 9, 5:30 PM,
Activity Center
Athletic Banquet, Tues., May 9, 6:45 PM, Cafeteria
Senior Mass, Wed., May 10, 10:15 AM, Activity
Center
Graduation, Sun., May 14, 1:30 PM, Activity Center
Girls Basketball Camp, grades 2-12, May 30-June 2
Boys Basketball Camp, grades 2-12, June 5-9
Soccer Camp, June 12-15
Boys Football Camp, grades 3-6, July 10-13; grades
9-12, July 10-14 and July 17-21; and grades 7-8,
July 17-20.
Girls Volleyball Camp, grades 5-12, July 10-13
J.C. Camps, June 8-11 and June 22-25
Youth Missions 2017 to St. Louis and Tucson, June
24-July 1
Steubenville Conference, July 14-16
Flag Corps Camp, July 31-Aug. 4

CAMP INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION
FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE SCOTUS
WEBSITE, WWW.SCOTUSCC.ORG

WISH LIST
Joe Schoenfelder, Maintenance
Exit LED lights for facility ··········································································································· $25 each
Two (2) Xpower air mover and carpet/floor dryer ············································································ $210 each
20 Automatic toilet/urinal automatic flushers ·················································································· $200 each
Two (2) Vacuum Cleaners ··········································································································· $400 each
Six (6) Water fountain filters ········································································································ $100 each
Jane Dusel-Misfeldt, Chemistry
25-30 New lab stools, 24" tall with a back rest ················································································ $80 each/$2,400 total
Refinish the lab station wood base, doors, & drawers ········································································ To be determined

Jo Moody, Spanish
Six (6) New white boards for classroom ·························································································· $225 each
Tyler Linder, Football
Set of seven (7) refurbished Headsets for coaches ············································································· $5,000
Melanie Mimick, English
10 New updated Scripts for the Speech Team ·················································································· $100
Laura Salyard, Vocal Music
New sound system, mikes, amps & wiring for Memorial Hall stage ······················································· $45,000
Tyler Swanson, Technology/Computer Apps
3-D Printer······························································································································· $1,500-3,000

Janet Tooley, Health
Carpeting for west wall of Health classroom to decrease Band Room sound ··········································· To be determined
Becki Zanardi, English
Scantron test-scoring machine ······································································································· $350-$500
Jeff Ohnoutka, Administration
Replace windows in president’s office ····························································································· $2,500
Security cameras for school ··········································································································· $8,000
Memorial Hall roof ···················································································································· $100,000 (estimated)
AC unit for computer server room ································································································· $3,000
New lockers for boys football locker room ······················································································ To be determined
Additional ventilation for football locker room ················································································ To be determined

Athletic Banquet ticket sales due 5/2

Garage sale a good time to sell, shop

The Scotus Athletic Banquet is Tues., May 9, 6:45
PM, in the Scotus Cafeteria. Tickets are $18 each and
available from students.
Money and unsold tickets must be turned in to the
student’s class sponsor by the end of the school day
Tues., May 2, at which time the student will receive
his/her free ticket to attend the banquet.
Cheerleaders are welcome to get a ticket to attend
although they have had their own recognition banquet.
See Mrs. Hash with questions or ticket requests.

Seniors and anyone departing Scotus can sell their Scotus uniforms at the school garage sale Wed., May 17.
You decide the price, fill out a form, get stickers
from Mrs. Lahm,
and Student Council will sell it for
you and you get the
money. Forms are
available in the
Central Office.
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