
Chuck Hagel ‘64 is a long-time supporter of his alma mater
and has frequently attributed his achievements in life to the
years he spent at our school, known then as St. Bonaventure
High School.
Last spring, Scotus officials asked Mr. Hagel if he would

consider helping the school with a unique fundraising event
and at the same time allow the school to
recognize one of its most prominent
graduates, Vietnam War veteran,
successful businessman, United States
Senator representing Nebraska (1997-
2009), and 24th United States Secretary
of Defense (2013-2015).
With great enthusiasm, Secretary

Hagel has agreed to speak to the Scotus
student body in an assembly the
afternoon of Friday, September 22nd;
and later that evening he will be the
guest speaker at a fundraising dinner in
the Scotus cafeteria.  
The September 22nd dinner event’s

goal is to raise funding to repurpose an
area in the school into a new Chuck
Hagel STEAM Lab/Maker Space. A
STEAM Lab/Maker Space has been a
long-term wish list goal of Scotus.
STEAM is an acronym for (Science–Technology–
Engineering–Arts–Mathematics.)
Students in a STEM program receive a sound education in

science, technology, engineering and mathematics; but with
the addition of the Arts in the STEAM program, students are
allowed to experience the processes of creativity, ingenuity
and innovation that the arts provides. Along with the Catholic,

faith-based education that is part of the entire curriculum,
Scotus students using the STEAM lab will be better prepared
to take on leadership roles in the established and emerging
careers of our society.
This new lab will feature equipment such as: 3-D printing,

robotics, graphic design, white boards, computers, video
production, audio production, and a
variety of material and experimental
supplies. More importantly, the Chuck
Hagel STEAM Lab will provide a
“maker space” that will inspire students
to integrative learning in Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts and
Mathematics; and to use these 
subject areas to foster inquiry, critical
and innovative thinking, hands-on
construction and testing of models and
working together to solve problems.
"Academic excellence has long been a

trademark of Scotus Central Catholic. The
world of education continues to change
and technology is the driving force for
that change. The creation of a STEAM
lab will allow our students to get hands-
on experience and create opportunities for
innovation and creativity. Please consider

supporting the creation of this lab and make an investment in
our students."  --Jeff Ohnoutka, President
The event is open to the public. Dinner tickets are $50.00

and must be purchased by September 14.
Corporate Tables (8 seats) are available for $500.00. For

more information, contact the Scotus development office.

Vol. 43 Summer 2017 No. 4

Scotus Dinner to Feature Chuck Hagel ‘64

Chuck Hagel ‘64

Pyramid of Success Scholarship
“The Pyramid of Success was begun a few

years ago to honor and remember past
Shamrock athletes, alumni, alumnae,
parents, staff members and boosters who
have passed away. It has always been Pat’s
and my dream to have a Pyramid of 100
rocks in memory of all the special people

who have made Scotus what it is today. I
hope we can get this done before I go to that
great basketball court in the sky!
We are presently at 40 rocks sponsored in

the Pyramid. Proceeds from these memorials
have so far assisted many students with their
cost of tuition at Scotus.

I ask all of you to consider someone to be
remembered through your purchase of a
memorial rock. Let’s try to complete the
pyramid by the year 2020!” 
-- Coach Frank Spenceri 
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On Thursday, November 2, 2017, beginning at 7:00 p.m.,
Nathan Karges ’96 and Joe Dierks ’96 along with their
colleague Rob Randels, will provide an estate planning
workshop at Scotus in the school’s media center. The event is
open to the public and is especially beneficial for individuals
in or close to the 35-50+ age range. The goal of this event is
to educate and engage and not to sell any specific product or
service or to promote any particular company. The event will
provide information on different resources available that
maximize opportunities to give back to Scotus or to other
organizations while also providing potential benefits to you.
Topics will include:  Direct Bequests, Appreciated Stock,
Donor Advised Funds, Tax Advantages and Strategies, Life
Insurance, Employer Matching, Beneficiary Arrangements,
and Grats / Gruts (Shifting assets within the family.) Contact
the Scotus development office to register to attend.

Philanthropy Workshop

DENNIS ’77 & JACKI (MELLIGER ’77) RYBA – along
with classmates Tami (Bogus ’77) Buntgen and her husband
Larry, and Connie (Bernt ’77) Teece and her husband Dave,
traveled to Ireland together in early May of 2017. The group had
a wonderful time and they are looking forward to their 40th class
reunion set for the weekend of August 12th. The photo is taken
at a relaxing moment in Pub #0729. 

JOHN KOPETZKY ’80 & MARK KURTENBACH ’80  –
editors of the book, I Played for Scotus, report that sales
through June 1st totaled 232 copies and they remind the
Shamrock Nation that the publisher sends 50% of the royalties
to Scotus. Scotus’s share of the first quarter (Jan-March)
royalties was $361.31—so keep buying those books, enjoy a
great read, and know you are supporting your alma mater!
Copies are $24.95 plus shipping and are available at:
http://bookstore.iuniverse.com/Products/SKU-001041628/I-
Played-for-Scotus-Volume-1.aspx. A great gift for Christmas!

Here and There...
-- Tell us What's Happening in Your Life!
E-mail to:  jschueth@scotuscc.org     Photos encouraged!

Shown l-r:  Tami Bogus Buntgen, Connie Bernt Teece, Jacki Melliger
Ryba and Dennis Ryba.  

VANESSA COX ’13 – is a May graduate of Hastings College
and at her senior art thesis showing, bugs were a featured
theme.  Her thesis project, “The Gingerbug House” is a
delightful and colorful painting of a dessert made of
mealworms and cockroaches. Vanessa raises cockroaches,
mealworms and has three pet tarantulas along with several
cats and a dog. She attests that her love of insects was a
product of living next door to an entomology professor while
growing up in Rising City, NE.  Her thesis painting celebrates
the practice of eating insects (entomophagy) which is a
common nutrition source throughout the world; and at her
senior art showing, she served desserts made with bugs for
guests to sample. At the conclusion of her showing, there was
very little of the savory delights remaining. Pictured above

Alumni/nae Event for
Cancer Research

Sammy's Superheroes is hosting a 5k run at Lutjelusche
this October 21 and challenges Columbus area high schools
to register the most alumni/nae to participate. The school
with the most alumni/nae registered gets a donation from the
event back to their alumni association. The run will begin
at 10 am and following the run, organizers will offer beer
and brats and a live band. Registration is open at
sammyssuperheroes.org with early bird price of $50 until
July 4th and after that it will be $60. Registration includes:
chip timing, shirt, koozie, 2 drink tickets and a grilled brat.
Families and runners' supporters are also urged to attend. All
proceeds will go to childhood cancer research.

Photo courtesy of 
The Grand Island Independent.

Make your Scotus Investment the Easy Way!
Go to: www.scotuscc.org
Click on the “Donate” button
Complete the simple form and 
you’ve made your gift to accomplish so much for our students!
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Class of 1958 – 60-Year Reunion. Members of Saint
Bonaventure Class of 1958 who have an interest in holding
a 60th reunion in 2018 should contact Jerry Kneifel at
402-564-6580. Your response is needed to determine if there
is sufficient interest to have a reunion.
Class of 1962 – 55-Year Reunion. Class of 1962’s 55th
reunion is set for August 22-23, 2017. Contact information:
Mark Kudron at 1-402-564-0818 or mkudron@neb.rr.com,
Kathy Mimick Juracek at 1-253-227-9595 or kathy0644@
gmail.com. Optional trip to Grand Island August 21 to
observe Solar Eclipse. Contact Jane Gregorius at 1-831-
332-8433 or janejanegreg@cruzio.com.
Class of 1965 – 52-Year Reunion. The Class of 1965
enjoyed their last reunion so much they decided to have
another on September 8-10, 2017 at Cheyenne Mt. Resort,
Colorado Springs CO. For further information please contact:
Pat Mimick Hahn, patmhahn@comcast.net or Joan Feilmeier
Quilico jfquilico@yahoo.com.
Class of 1967 – 50-Year Reunion. The Class of 1967’s 50th
reunion is set for September 1, 2 and 3, 2017. Friday begins the
festivities at the Columbus Races, followed by socializing at
Maximus. Saturday starts at noon with a tour of St. Anthony &
St. Bonaventure grade schools and then Scotus; after the tours,
a 4:00 pm Mass in the Scotus chapel, then socializing and
dinner at the VFW at 6:00 pm. On Sunday, there will be a bus
tour of Columbus checking out neighborhoods and homes
where we grew up. Seeing the old, the new and the gone.

Followed by a picnic lunch at the Isaac Walton. At 5:30 pm, we
invite Scotus alumni, and the CHS Class of 1967 to join us for
socializing and fun. BYOB. We also are searching for 
these classmates:  Lynn Mausbach, Cheryl Nason, Nettie
Roschynailski, Linda Tlamka and June Smith. For more
information or to provide input to the planning committee,
contact:  Peg (Starostka) Pfeifer, pfeif67@hotmail.com or
Gene Konwinski, gkonwinski@cox.net. 
Class of 1972 – 45-Year Reunion. The Class of 1972’s
reunion will be on Saturday, August 5, 2017; details on
afternoon and evening activities will be provided later.
Contact: Terry Hyland at ash31356@cox.net or 402-203-
1628. (P.S. Start looking for decorations, Marcia.)
Class of 1977 – 40-Year Reunion. The Class of 1977’s 40th
reunion is set for the weekend of August 12, 2017. For more
information contact Jacki Ryba, ryba.jacki@gmail.com or
Diane Duren, dianeduren@cox.net.  
Class of 2002 – 15-Year Reunion. The Class of 2002 will
gather the weekend of August 11-13, 2017. Friday includes
an evening social at the Ag Park horse races. Saturday plans
include morning golf at Steepleview GC in Humphrey, lunch
TBA and a catered dinner in the Scotus Memorial Hall
cafeteria from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. A morning Mass together 
at St. Bonaventure will be followed by a school tour on
Sunday. For more information contact Matt Kudron,
mkudron@hotmail.com or go to the reunion Facebook
group:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/295680148248/.

Reunions

Joe Held ’04 announcing volleyball
awards at the 2017 athletic banquet

Jon Brezenski ’98, Boys head soccer coachHead wrestling coach, Tracy Dodson

See coaching changes in Worth Noting on page 6 - Photos courtesy of the Scotus Journalism Department - 
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• Welcome Class of 2017! Joining the ranks of Scotus alumni
and alumnae this spring were 63 graduates. Alyssa Kuta, senior
class president, provided the senior welcome at commencement
and campus minister Fr. Matthew Capadano, provided a greeting
and homily. The 2017 Spirit of Scotus Award winner was senior,
Mitchell Halligan, son of Todd and Barb Halligan. 

• Scotus music students earned 14 Superior and 13 Excellent
Ratings at District Music. Listed below, I is a Superior Rating
(highest given) and II is an Excellent Rating.
Vocal Music: 
Choir–I, Girls Ensemble–I, Boys Ensemble–I, Girls Trio (Caitlin
Hottovy, Mattie Johnson, Maddie Sueper)–I, Girls Trio (Jenna
Salerno, Caitlin Steiner, Alayna Wilson)–II, Solo (Caitlin
Hottovy)–II, Solo (Nikki Hiner)–I, Solo (Jenna Salerno)–II, Solo
(Caitlin Hottovy)–II, Solo (Anthony Sprunk)–I, Duet (Isaac
McPhillips & Nikki Hiner)–I and Duet (Anthony Sprunk &
Maddie Sueper)–II.  
Instrumental Music:
Flute trio (Amber Buhman, Katelyn Stachura, Tara Kamrath)–II,
Baritone duet (Emma Ruskamp, Zach Svehla)–I, Emerson Belitz,
Trumpet solo–I, Trumpet quartet (Nathan Ostdiek, Cassie Seckel,
Emerson Belitz, Braden Labenz)–I, Saxophone quartet (Emily
Carstens, Morgan Littlefield, Matt Strecker, Isaac Ostdiek)–I,
Emily Carstens, Alto saxophone solo–II, Snare drum duet (Kira
Dreher, Tatem Vance)–I, Trombone trio (Sam Schacher, Wren
Allen, Elliott Thomazin)–II, Matt Strecker, Tenor saxophone
solo–II, Clarinet duet (Lauren Ostdiek, Kate Smith)–II, Isaac
McPhillips, Tuba solo–I, Isaac Ostdiek, Tenor saxophone solo–I,
Nathan Ostdiek, Trumpet solo–I, Elliott Thomazin, trombone
solo–II and Band–II.
• Selected to the Omaha World Herald's
Academic All-State, 1st Team, West-
Central was Tate VunCannon. 2nd Team
West-Central team members were:
Naomi Kosch, Jessica Buhman & Luke
Jarecke and chosen for Honorable
Mention were: Haley Faust, Nathan
Ostdiek & Will Sonderman.
• Senior Bradyn Miller signed to play soccer and study at Central
Community College-Columbus. Shown with Brady are his parents
PJ and Renee, sister, Tanley, and Scotus head soccer coach Jon
Brezenski. Also joining Brady at the signing were his teammates
and CCC assistant coach, Fernando Lopez.  Pictured top right

• Senior, Brooke Podolak, signed to participate in competitive
dance at the College of St. Mary, Omaha. Brooke plans to study
nursing at CSM and shown with her in the photo are her parents,
Chad and Carmen. Pictured below

• Senior, Anthony Kosch, signed to play soccer for the Northeast
Community College Hawks. Anthony will study business at the
Norfolk, NE school. Shown in the photo and seated with Anthony
are his parents, Mike and Cindy; and standing l-r: Bill Bos,
Anthony's club coach (grades 3-9), Scotus assistant soccer coach
Jeff Kosch '01 and Northeast Community College men's head
soccer coach, Doug Seigle. Pictured below

• Dalton Taylor was selected to play in the Nebraska Coaches
Association boys’ basketball game on July 24 in Lincoln. 
• The varsity girls’ soccer team finished the 2017 season as state
runner-up losing to Skutt HS in the state championship match.
The Shamrocks ended with a 16-3 record. With only 3 seniors on
the team, the future looks bright for the team and head coach
Kristie (Korth ’98) Brezenski. After winning three consecutive
state soccer titles the boys’ soccer team under the direction of head
coach Jon Brezenski ’98 fell in the district title match and did not

Worth Noting

Tate VunCannon



make it to the state tourney for the first time since 2013. The boys
finished with a season mark of 10-8 and senior goalie Evan
Chohon ended his Shamrock career with a state record 39 shutouts.
Coach Brezenski announced earlier in the season that he would be
retiring from coaching to spend more time with his family.  
• Shamrock Senior Cody Mroczek and junior Marika Spencer
had stellar performances at the state track meet. Cody competed
in four finals all within three hours and finished with:  third place
in Class B in the 100 meter dash with a personal best 10.9 seconds,
state all-class gold medal in the 400 meter with a 49.47
performance, second place in the Class B long jump with 22’
7.25” mark and a third place finish in the 200 meters with a time
of 22.3 seconds. Cody finished with 30 of the team’s 32.5 points.
Senior Nathan Ostdiek added a 7th place finish in the 1,600 meter
with a time of 4:31.7 and junior Chase Andresen tied for 8th in
the pole vault with a 12’ 6” performance. The Scotus boys finished
third in Class B at the tourney. Marika earned two Class B gold
medals with her throws of 42’ 2.5´in the shot put and 138’ in the
discus. Her throw in the shot put was third place in all classes and
her toss in the discus was also good for third place in all classes.
Also medaling for the girls’ team were Jessica Buhman who
earned 5th place in the triple jump with a mark of 34’ 11.25” and
helping Scotus finish in 11th place with 24 total points.
• Named as NSAA Academic All-State winners for the 2017
spring season were: Golf – Colson Kosch, Bryce VunCannon;
Journalism – Haley Faust, Tate VunCannon; Music – Emerson
Belitz, Alayna Wilson; Soccer – Maggie Feehan, Braden Labenz,
Will Sonderman, Kendra Wiese; Track & Field – Jessica
Buhman, Cody Mroczek, Grace Odbert and Nathan Ostdiek.
• Scotus won the 2017 Class B State Journalism Championship
on April 24th with a total of 354 team points, beating 2nd place,
Yutan, by 88 points. This will bring the first non-athletic state
championship banner to the Dowd Activity Center. Five
Shamrocks were individual state champions including seniors:
Emma Ruskamp, Tate VunCannon, Haley Faust and Jessica
Buhman; and junior Matt Strecker.  Jessica Buhman was the first
defending state champion in school history winning the
news/feature photography category for the second year. Twenty
Scotus students competed winning 23 total medals. Scotus won
the state title, under the direction of Angie (Naughtin ’95) Rusher.
Scotus medalists:  Newspaper Column Writing (2nd Kaylie
Rocha, 5th Layne Schroeder), Editorial Cartooning (6th Kira
Dreher), Editorial Writing (5th Eastyn Klink), Entertainment
Writing (1st Emma Ruskamp, 4th Tate VunCannon), Info
Graphic (8th Haley Faust), Headline Writing (4th Layne
Schroeder), In-Depth Newspaper Coverage (2nd – Amberly
Parker, Eastyn Klink, Haley Faust, Kira Dreher, Matt Hoenk,
Matt Strecker), News Writing (8th Matt Hoenk), News Feature
Photography (1st Jessica Buhman, 5th Abbie Perault),
Newspaper Feature Writing (5th Eastyn Klink), Newspaper
Layout (1st Haley Faust, 4th Amberly Parker), Photo Illustration
(5th Megan Ohnoutka, 7th Nikki Hiner), Newspaper Sports
Feature Writing (1st Matt Strecker, 7th Amberly Parker), Sports
News Coverage (1st Tate VunCannon, 2nd Matt Strecker), Sports
Action Photography (2nd Anthony Sprunk, 3rd River Liebig),
Yearbook Feature Writing (4th Hannah Mielak, 7th Alyssa Kuta),
Yearbook Sports Feature Writing (4th Emerson Belitz, 6th Jessica
Buhman) and Yearbook Theme Development (3rd Megan
Schumacher, Hannah Mielak, Emerson Belitz.)

• Recognized as the
2017 Alumnus and
Alumna of the Year
were Todd ‘85 and
Lisa (Cielocha ’85)
Duren. This award
recognizes disting-
uished graduates of
our school who are
strong supporters of
Catholic Education,
have excelled in their
vocation and are
involved in their parish and community. Todd has served on the
Scotus board of education for 9 years, one year as the board
president. He is the current alumni basketball tourney committee
chairman and past president of the Shamrock Club. Lisa is a 1985
Spirit of Scotus award winner. She served 2 years on the Scotus
board of education just before Todd became involved; she’s a
member of the alumnae volleyball committee, has served in the
Scotus Mothers Club and is a past Scotus cheerleading sponsor. As
a couple, the Duren’s are past Gala co-chairs, current Gala silent
auction co-chairs, Godparents for the God Parent Program and
they have been parish co-chairs for many SEF fund drives. In their
parish, they are both EMHCs, participate in Adoration and are
past chairpersons of the St. Anthony bazaar. Lisa is a St. Anthony’s
preschool teacher, and a member of the St. Theresa Sodality. Todd
is a past president of the St. Anthony Home & School, past member
of the St. Anthony’s parish council and he is a member of the
Knights of Columbus. Todd is the president of Columbus
Hydraulics Co. The couple’s three children and all Scotus
graduates:  Anthony in 2009, Morgan in 2011 and Jared in 2015.
• Pat Sackett ’72 was recognized as the 36th annual Outstanding
Service Award winner. Pat served multiple terms on the Scotus
board of education and during that time he was heavily involved
in the strategic planning that led to more than $2 million dollars
of improvements to our facilities. As an electrician, Pat has been
the school’s go-to guy for expert advice about facility needs;
and he has personally been involved in a vast number of school

electrical projects ranging from
the installation of lighting of our
gymnasiums and classrooms to
work at the McLaughlin and
East Activity Fields, setting up
computer labs, providing power
for new equipment and
illuminating our building, signs
and the statue of Mary on our
school’s exterior. Over the
decades of his service, much of
Pat’s work was donated and he

also frequently allowed the school to borrow his equipment
including a mobile lift. He is a long-time member of the Shamrock
Booster Club and a coach for city youth teams; and both Pat and
his wife Cindy have been active supporters of Scotus fundraisers
like the SEF drives, annual appeals and the Gala. They have served
Scotus students through the Godparent Program and currently Pat
is a TeamMates mentor for a current student at Scotus. The
Sacketts four children are also Scotus graduates: Amanda (2000),
Jennifer (2003) Sarah (2007) and Connor in (2011.)
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Pat Sackett ‘72

Todd ‘85 and Lisa (Cielocha ‘85) Duren



Shamrock Open Golf Tourney
The tenth annual Shamrock Open was held at Tiburon Golf
Course in Omaha on June 3rd with 114 golfers participating.
The event netted $10,860 which will be invested in new football
cage lockers and additional ventilation for the football cage locker
room at Scotus. In the event’s 10-year history more than $66,179
has been raised to improve athletic facilities at SCC. This year’s
first flight, first place winners and given the opportunity to have
their photo taken with the coveted Shamrock Open jackets
(reused each year) were, l-r: Todd Halligan, Chad Gonka ‘96,
Neal Suess and Brian Strong. Pictured below

2017 Athletes of the Year, Cody Mroczek, Emma Strecker and 
Evan Chohon.
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• Seniors Evan Chohon and Emma Strecker were selected for the
24th annual Nebraska Shrine Soccer Classic held on June 11th
at Morrison Stadium in Omaha.
• The 24-hour fundraising event, the Columbus Big Give, was a
success for Scotus Central Catholic providing 52 donations totaling
$4,076.80 and exceeding the school’s $3,000 goal. Funds from
the event will be used to provide a new dedicated air conditioning
system for the school’s computer server room. Overall 39 non-
profit organizations participated in the Columbus Big Give and the
event had a record 1,010 donations totaling $62,176.05.
• Scotus once again won the combined boys and girls NSAA Cup
for Class C. This Nebraska School Activities Association honor is
awarded based on schools' success over the past year in athletics
and fine arts programs. Points are awarded based on a school's
state finish in a particular sport or activity and Scotus finished
with 392.5 team points, 40 points better than runner-up Malcolm
(352.5.) Kearney Catholic finished in third place with 347.5 points.
• Coaching changes. Joe Held ’04 stepped down from his
position as Scotus’ head volleyball coach—a position he held
for three seasons. During those years, the Shamrocks had a 
61-29 record with two state tournament appearances. Stepping
into the head coaching position is Janet Tooley, a veteran of
thirty years of teaching physical education and coaching at
Scotus. Coach Tooley is a long-time assistant volleyball coach for
Scotus and she has been the head coach of the girls’ varsity track
team for the last 23 years. Current Scotus Activities Director,
Merlin Lahm, will also be stepping down from his position as
head boys track coach and passing the position baton to Joe
Schoenfelder. Joe has been an assistant track coach for Scotus the
last two years and he has coached the Scotus junior high boys’
basketball team for six years and the junior high girls’ basketball
team for three years. Joe is the Maintenance Director at Scotus.
Replacing Jon Brezenski as the boys’ head soccer coach is former
Lakeview HS head soccer coach and Scotus parent, PJ Miller.
• Kudos to the Chip Kaup Golf Tourney for donating $500 to
Scotus and directed to support the Biology department’s new
greenhouse.
• Scotus activities director and cross country coach, Merlin
Lahm, was named the Nebraska Coaches Association girls cross
country coach of the year at the NCA banquet in July. Coach
Lahm previously received the NCA’s boys cross country coach
of the year in 2011.

Journalism Class B State Champions.    

Spirit of Scotus Award. 
Mitchell Halligan ‘17



1967 Football Reunion
At half-time of Scotus Central Catholic’s home game with David City Aquinas on Friday, September 15, 2017, Scotus will
recognize the first Shamrock football team to bring a state title home to our school. The 1967 Scotus Central Catholic H. S. football
squad under the direction of head coach Claire Stramel delivered a 7-2-1 record and a state Class C championship while competing
against nine Class B teams. Bill Kosch and Mark McLaughlin were named to the Omaha World Herald Class C All-State team.
Bill, Mark and Joe Blahak were named to the Centennial Conference all-star team. 
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SEASON RECORD SCOTUS OPPONENT
West Point Central Catholic 20 0
Hastings St. Cecilia 51 6
Omaha Holy Name 13 7
Grand Island NW 46 7
Wahoo Neumann 19 0
Schuyler 27 13
David City Aquinas 7 7
Grand Island Central Catholic 33 0
Omaha Cathedral 12 33
Omaha Cathedral 9 13

Abbott, Mike ‘68
Bator, Ken ‘69
Blahak, Joe ’67 +
Braun, Don ‘71
Brooks, Ken ‘71
Ciurej, Jerry ’71 +
Crebbin, Tony ‘70
Czapla, Jerry ’71
Ebner , Bruce ‘71
Ebner, Terry ‘70

Eckholt, Steve
Honke, Larry ‘71
Kneifel, Steve +
Kobus, Tom ‘68
Korgie, Tom ‘69
Kosch, Bill ’68
Kosch, Bob ‘70
Kosch, Ray
Legenza, Bill ’68
Liss, George ’68 +

Liss, Stanley ‘71
Lueke, Mark ’70 +
Lueke, Walter ‘69
Mausbach, Terry ’71
McLaughlin, Mark ‘68
McLaughlin, Tim
McMeekin, Mike ‘70
Niedbalski, Al ‘71
Peterson, Gary ‘68
Placek, Dave ‘70

Pollard, Mike ‘69
Schaecher, Dave ‘71
Schwartz, Craig
Shonka, Jim ‘69
Skorupa, Frank ‘68
Skorupa, Joe ‘70
Swierczek, Dave ‘70
Torczon, Frank ‘69
Wieser, Steve ‘70
Wilhelm, Charles ‘70

Witt, Gary ‘70
Zabawa, Tim ‘68

Asst. Coach
Puetz, Jim   
Head Coach
Stramel, Claire
Asst. Coach
Younger, Vern  
+ - deceased

Charitable IRA Rollover
On December 18, 2015 the President signed a bill retroactively reinstating the Charitable IRA Rollover provision for all of 2015 and removing any
expiration date on the provision, thereby permanently extending the Charitable IRA Rollover into the future. This law allows an individual who is 70½
or older to gift up to $100,000 from his or her IRA directly to a qualified charity such as Scotus Central Catholic High School without having to 
recognize the IRA distribution as taxable income. 
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Milton Baumgart – survived by his wife, Celia Ann; daughter, Carole
’66 (Joe) Maltacea; sons Dan (Bonnie), Brad ’75 (Patti); six
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.

Michael Costello ’63 – survived by his wife, Cynthia; sons, Mike
(Shelly), Tim (Kris), Chris (Kristi); sisters, Betty Lou ’65 (Jim)
Wolpert, Mary Gail ’67 (Pete) Kellen; sister-in-law, Patti (Jerry)
Hirschman, Sue (Craig) Foss; brothers-in-law, Emil Morrow, David
(Glenna) Kosmicki; nine grandchildren and numerous cousins, nieces,
nephews and godchildren.

Carolyn (Grady ’64) Hanke – survived by her husband, Luke ’61;
daughters, Jill (Chris) Rogers, Lynn (Scott) McLaughlin; son Chris
(Karrie); sister, Mary Alice Pfeifer; brother, Chuck (Nancy) and eight
grandchildren.

Stephen Hansen – survived by his sons, Matthew ’86 (Joy), Marcus
(Sarah); brothers, Melvin (Susan), Edward (Lisa), Michael (Barbara);
four grandchildren and many nieces and nephews.

Romayne (Cerny ’50) Hogelin – survived by her daughter, Lynette
’78 and son, David ’74; sister-in-law, Lorene Cerny; nieces, Karen
Cerny ’71, Danette ’75 (Mike) Peck; nephew, Dean ’79 (Traci) Cerny;
and one grandson.

Marie Johnson – survived by daughters, Kathy ’73 (Bob) Podraza,
Diane ’77 (Chris) Rathe; sisters, Betty Sleddens ‘54 (Herman)
Schumacher, Patty Sleddens ’58 (Dave ‘55) Vanek; brothers, Larry ’56
(Frances Pfaff ’59) Sleddens, Albert (Betty) Sleddens, David Sleddens
’62; sisters-in-law, Stella Sleddens, Susie Sleddens, Mary Ann
(Johnson ’51) Micek; brother-in-law Dwayne ’57 (Toodie) Johnson;
five grandchildren; one great-grandchild and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Lucille Kopetzky – survived by daughters, Kathy ’73 (Raleigh) Haas,
Julie ’74 (Roy) Yardley; sons, John ’80 (Patty), Kent ’89 (Amy); son-
in-law, Carl DeRuyscher; sister, Eileen Kain; brother, Elmer (Lu)
Schroeder; sister-in-law, Louise Schroeder; fifteen grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren.

Howard Kosch – survived by daughters Sheila ’62 (Veik) Kosch,
Rita Czapla, Tina (Tom) Sawyer, Sister Maxine Aerts; sons, Bill
’68 (Linda Voboril ’68), Brother Sebastian Bob ’70, Ray; brothers,
Max, Joe, Delmar; seventeen grandchildren and thirty-two great-
grandchildren. 

Marianne (Sock ’50) Koziol – survived by daughters, Geraldine
(Sam) Zaruba, Christine (Ken) Durand, Michalene (Randy) Iversen;
sons, Tony (Margaret), Tim, Tom (Cindy), Ted (Kristen); sister, Barb
Moore; brothers, Phil (Sue), Jerry (Janice); sister-in-law, Alberta
(Cutsor ’56) Sock; thirteen grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren.

Amanda (Wessel ’99) Kudron – survived by daughters, Addison,
Alayna; sons, Tyler Wessel-Gilbert, Aiden; mother, Shirley Wessel;
sisters, Lisa ’88 (Charley) Jessen, Lori ’91 (Todd) Pytlik, Tracy ’92
(Chad) Kucera; brothers, Jeff (Paula), Ron ’89 (Kim); special friend

Milo (family dog); many nieces, nephews, two great-nieces and one
great-nephew.

Deacon Michael J. McGuire – survived by his wife, Elaine;
daughters, Kelly ’81 (Ken) Hajek, Maureen (Dean) Pasker, Shannon
’87 (Murray) Miller, Molly ’99, Colleen ’02 (Devin) Adams; sons,
Patrick ’79 (Marion), Michael, Matthew ’95 (Nicole); sisters, Mary
McGuire, Sr. Loretta McGuire; brothers, Dennis (Kay), Tom; twenty-
two grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.

Daniel McNair ’48 – survived by daughters, Mary ’73 (Bernie) Rulle,
Kathleen ’75 (Ron) Schmidt, Maureen ’76 (Dale) Robertson, Sally ’81
(James) Sommerhauser; son, Michael ’85; five grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.

Helen (Reifenrath ’43) Mills – survived by daughter, Elaine (Larry)
Schreurs; sisters, Irene Kilduff ‘40, Marie  Meyer ‘46; and two
grandchildren.  Helen passed on 8/4/2016.

Jerome Prososki – survived by his wife, Delores; sons, Raymond
’82, Larry ’84 and Daniel ’86; sister, Marilyn (Bill) McGahan;
brothers, Ken (Nancy), Gene (Ann), Myron (Marla); five
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

Alice (Woerth ’36) Rathbun – survived by daughters, Sue Rathbun
’65 (Gary Huff), Lee (Del ’68) Meyer; son Tom ’64 (Nikki); sisters-
in-law, Stella Woerth, Patty Woerth; brothers and sister-in-law, Joe
Woerth ’57, John ’55 (Barbara Mitera ’55) Woerth; six grandchildren
and eight great-grandchildren.  Alice passed away 7/9/17.

Ivan Rathbun – survived by his wife, Alice (Woerth ’36); daughters,
Sue Rathbun ’65 (Gary Huff), Lee (Del ’68) Meyer; son, Tom ’64
(Nikki); six grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. Ivan passed
away 4/25/17.

John ‘Jack’ Reuss ’62 – survived by his wife, Elaine (Braun ’62);
daughters, Rena Pepper, Rachel Reuss; sons, Michael (Debra), Marty;
brother and sister-in-law, Robert ’59 and Joanne Reuss; brothers-in-
law and sisters-in-law, Mary Lee (Braun ’68) and Pat Kluever, Don
’71 and Peg Braun, John and Narka Braun, Rick and Lisa Braun, Bob
and Christy Norman, Al and JoAnn (Stavas-Braun ’63) Svajgr, and
Rose Braun; nine grandchildren; four step-grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren. 

Beatrice Siegel – survived by daughters, Ann ’66 (Dean) Hefti, Mary
’69 (Steve) Narans; sons, Charles, Jr. ’67 (Betty), Thomas ’71, Joel
’74, Tim ’79; brother, William Jardee; ten grandchildren and numerous
great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews.

Kathe (Jaworski ‘62) Skipton – survived by her husband, Terry;
son, Darin (Christine); brother-in-law Perry (Theresa) Skipton; sister-
in-law, Sheryl (Denny) Senters; one grandchild and many nieces,
nephews, cousins and close friends.

William Soulliere, Sr. – survived by daughter, Becky (Ron) Brandl;
sons, Bill ’85 (Jolene Sleddens ’77), Bob (Michelle Brooks ’83);
brother, Dean ’54 (Colleen); sisters-in-law, Peg Soulliere, Kathy
Soulliere, Dee (Bob) Graham; brothers-in-law, Bob Henke, Gayle
Stuefer; stepdaughter, Willa (Ted) Lutz; stepson, Clayton Boyd; nine
grandchildren; ten great-grandchildren and many nieces and nephews.

Dori Stracke – survived by her husband, Ken ’55; daughters, Susan
(Allan) Gillsdorf, Jane (Andy) Johansen; son, Ken (Beth); sisters,
Carolyn (Tom) Messing, Janet (Gary) Krofta; brother, Alden Zoubek;
seven grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

In Sympathy
We extend our sincere sympathy to the families of
the following deceased alumni, alumnae and

friends of  Scotus Central Catholic.
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George Beard
MM Jeff Pekarek

Victoria Brandenburg
Karla Baumert
Sharon Fisher
MM Kelly Kotrous
MM Mike Novicki
Diane Sinclair
Claurie Schnitglen

Jerry Cielocha
Rick Grubaugh

Mike Costello ‘63
MM Mike Maguire
MM Mike Stachura

Carolyn (Grady ’64)
Hanke
Coni Dowd-Molvig
MM Charles Gabaldon
MM Paul Kudron
MM Robert Mimick
MM Dean Soulliere
MM Greg VanDyke
Luke Hanke Family

Romayne Hogelin
Lynette Hogelin

Mildred Honke
Rick Grubaugh

Marie Johnson
MM Larry Cusic

Regina Egger
MM Dwayne Johnson
MM Jim Kamrath
MM Carroll Melliger
Mary Ann Micek
MM Robert Podraza
Kris Yungdahl

Margaret Keiter
MM Mike Placzek

Patrick J Konwinski
MM Ron Bogus
Daniel Duren
MM Dave Duren
MM Jerry Duren
MM Mark Duren
MM Robert Duren
Connie Hajek
Gene Konwinski
MM Roger Konwinski
Lutz & Company, PC 
MM Mark Morris
MM Jim Paprocki
MM Ron Starzec
MM Gary Witt
MM Gary Zywiec
Sherri Zywiec

Lucille Kopetzky
MM Dennis Duren
Millie Edkholt

MM Gary Puetz
MM John Schueth
Angela Swanson

Howard Kosch
DRM Joseph Cocozzella
MM Bill Kosch
MM Jeff Kosch
MM Phillip O’Donnell

Gary Krings
Rick Grubaugh

Deacon Michael McGuire
Janet Brezinski
MM Larry Dowd
MM Rollie Dvorak
Carroll Ebner
Mike Ebner
MM Gerry Engelbert
MM Doug Gubbels
MM Tim Harrington
Wayne Hatcher
MM John Heine
Carleen Henggeler
MM Mike Honke
MM Paul Kozak
MM Carroll Melliger
MM Gregg Melliger
MM Bob Niedbalski
MM Pat Novicki
MM Larry O’Neill

MM Bob Rickert
DRM Daniel Rosenquist
MM John Schueth
Jerome Smith
MM Ray Staroscik
Angela Swanson
MM Joe Swantek
Dan Swoboda
Sharon Swoboda
MM Dick Tooley
MM Tim Tooley
MM Gary Zywiec

Shirley McLaughlin
Faye Berkheimer
MM Gerry Engelbert
G. Michael Evans
Terry Gaver
Shirley Kratky
Walter Lueke
MM Mark Macumber
MM Robert Mead

Dan McNair ‘48
MM John Hoebing
MM Tim Koch
DRM Daniel Rosenquist
MM John Schueth
MM Tim Tooley
MM Tom Wrigley

Jerome Prososki
Family & Friends

Kathe (Jaworski ’62)
Skipton
MM Jim Kamrath
JC Mitera
Friends & Family

Patricia Steiner ‘58
MM Keith Albracht
MM Tim Harrington
Ted Kula
Pat Steiner Family

Marlene Styskal
Patricia Anderson
Rick Grubaugh

Tim Van Berg
Carleen Henggeler

Gloria Wemhoff
Rick Grubaugh

Erv Wieser
Rick Grubaugh

James Wieser
MM Dave Duren

Gerald Zuerlein
MM Ivan Beller

Memorials
(Received between 4/21/2017 and 7/19/2017)> >

(as of 7/5/17)
Fund the paving of our new parking lot ($125,000)........................................................................................................SEF 15 Campaign
Fund the final 3 years of HVAC loan payments ($135,000) ...........................................................................................SEF 15 Campaign
Provide tuition assistance over 2016-17, 17-18, 18-19 school years ($829,762 of $975,000 goal) ...............................SEF 15 Campaign
Classroom furnishings and teaching supplies...........................................................................................................................Lottery 2016
Purchase 216 new Lenovo notebooks for classroom use .............................................................................................................Gala 2017
New cage lockers for football pads/uniforms ............................................................................................................Shamrock Open 2017
New AC system for computer server room...................................................................................................................Columbus Big Give
New drop ceiling and LED Lighting for Science wing hallway, & help with new tuba, greenhouse for biology, etc.......Scotus Mothers
Pay down HVAC debt $5,000 (St. Isid.) $2,978.34 (St. Bons.) $4,247.57 (St. Anthony) as of 7/5/17 .........Ignite the Faith parish rebate
Landscaping for the school’s south side......................................................................................................................NE Arboretum Grant

What Our Supporters Accomplished In 2016-17
Thank you for your wonderful investment in the education of our students and future of our school. You have truly
accomplished great goals in the Scotus 2016-17 fiscal year!

Harriet (Reifenrath ‘49) Thomas – survived by daughters Jean
(Steve) Snyder, Diane (Bobby) Woronoff; son, John (Dawn); and 
six grandchildren.

Keith Thraen – survived by his wife, Doris; son, David (Kim); sisters,
Carole ’55 Michael, Patti ’63 (Jim ‘63) Jonas, Kathy Abbott; brothers
Vern ’53 (Vonnie), Dennis ’62 (Shari), Jim ‘63 (Sheila), Tim; and
many cousins, nieces and nephews. Keith left St. Bonaventure/Scotus
before graduating but would have been a 1952 graduate.

Timothy R. Van Berg – survived by his wife, Sandy; son, TJ; step-
son, Heath Dobbs; sisters Tami (Rick) Hoegerl, Tori ’80, Traci (Rich)
Hoops; brother, Tom (Angi); parents, Jack Van Berg and Mary Jane
Van Berg. And many nieces and nephews.

James Wieser – survived by daughter, Cheryl ‘75 (Betsy); sons Terry,
John (Kae Lynn); sister, Henrietta (Dick) Zach; brother, Arnold
(Mary); sisters-in-law, Bettey Wieser, Theresa Wieser, Joyce Wieser;
four grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
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Scotus Central Catholic High School assures all students the opportunity to 

receive a faith-based Catholic education through 
academic excellence and diverse extracurricular activities.
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You know about the law of cause and effect. But have you
considered the results of inaction? What's the effect of an
inappropriate pause? Take, for example, your last will and
testament. What happens if you delay the process of planning
your estate and finalizing your will?  
First, a protracted pause guarantees that state law will dictate

the disposition of your estate. A court-appointed executor will
handle the probate of your estate. A stranger may be selected
to care for your minor children. Bequests to organizations like
Scotus Central Catholic will not be made.
Second, forever pausing to complete your will may cause

loved ones unnecessary turmoil after you're gone. They will be
grieving, and it will only add to their suffering to face the
uncertainties and complications involving your estate. They
will be left to the mercy of the court regarding timing and
decision-making. They may have to stand by and see your

estate disbursed in ways they know you would not approve.
Family arguments may erupt.
Third, chronic pausing may needlessly reduce the size of your

estate. Court costs and other settlement fees can be expensive.
Assets may be prematurely sold resulting in unnecessary loss.
The estate may also shrink through estate taxes that could have
been avoided or lessened with earlier planning.
The best time to avoid the "law" of pause and effect regarding

estate planning is to act now. Initiate the cause by contacting an
estate-planning attorney today. Schedule an appointment and
then get ready to make the most of your meeting.
And if you wish to include your alma mater in your planning,

our school’s legal name is: Scotus Central Catholic
Secondary School of Columbus, Nebr. Contact the Scotus
development office for more suggestions about how you might
craft your planned gift.

Pause and Effect

The 10th Annual Scotus Alumni & Alumnae Soccer
Tournament will take place on August 4 & 5 at the
McLaughlin Activity Field just south of the school. Please
get your rosters into Coach Jon Brezenski '98 by 
E-mailing him at: coachbrez@gmail.com. If you have
any questions, or would like to be placed on a team, you
can also call him at 402-276-6679. Please check the
Scotus Alumni Soccer Facebook page for more details
and the Scotus Soccer twitter page @ScotusSoccer.

Alumni/Alumnae 
Soccer Tournament

Matching Gift Reminder
If you have made a donation to Scotus Central Catholic or plan to make a donation to the school, remember to ask your company
if it matches gifts to nonprofit institutions. Our legal name is Scotus Central Catholic Secondary School of Columbus, Nebr. and
our school is a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit corporation. Our federal tax ID number is 47-0483045.


