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It’s Full STEAM Ahead in the Coming Year
From Mr. Jeff Ohnoutka, Scotus President

The second semester has arrived, and we are already preparing for
the 2018-19 school year.
Next August, there are some changes to course offerings here at
Scotus. You have heard me speak about the partnerships we are developing with UNO and CCC as well as professional development for our
teachers in the area of STEAM education.
Most people understand STEAM to be Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math. I also envision STEAM being Soft Skills, Traditional, Academics, Entrepreneur, Articulation and Maker.
As you know, we had a very successful fundraiser, and we will be
purchasing technology to enhance our school. I want to emphasize,
though, that technology is just a tool teachers use to enhance curriculum and engage students. The real shift is to get students to work more
collaboratively.
We also want our students to continue to develop critical thinking
skills and be innovative and creative in areas that require problem solving. These skills are just as essential to their success as the knowledge
they gain from our outstanding curriculum.
Regarding our curriculum, we will begin offering STEAM I and
STEAM II classes. STEAM I will provide students the opportunity to
get involved in programming and computer hardware. They will work
on a variety of projects that will require that they follow directions.
As they transition into STEAM II, the student will have the chance
to go deeper into one of the projects they had in STEAM I or create an
individual project. They will be required to keep an engineer’s notebook for their creation. We will also begin to offer Computer Science
as an elective for grades 10-12.
Modern Technology and Media classes will combine to form one
class, and with the help of Columbus News Team, they will learn video
editing techniques. New technology including high quality cameras will
be purchased for video editing.
Look for a Scotus YouTube channel next year. We will also be
allowing our 8th graders the opportunity to learn more coding and programming.
Last but not least, we will be revamping some of our Art curriculum to include Graphic Design.
I truly believe these changes and the relationships we will develop with institutions of higher learning and businesses in our community will make Scotus Central Catholic an even stronger academic
institution.
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From the Faculty and Staff
of Scotus Central Catholic
Settje Wins Dash for Cash

Congratulations to Tom Settje on winning
the $1,000 prize in the Dash for Holiday Cash
Lottery in December.
This year’s lottery sales totaled $10,730,
up from the $8,330 sold last year. The net this
year should be $8,981.74.
Thanks to everyone who participated in
the lottery. All proceeds support tuition assistance scholarships for stuJeff Ohnoutka
President
dents.
Merlin Lahm
St. JoAsst. Principal/
seph
Parish in
Athletic Director
Platte
Center
Pam Weir
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Campus Minister
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Development Director
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Weather Closings Possible

Teachers, Students Excited
with Technology in Classes

Scotus uses local radio stations to announce school
closings due to the weather along with Civil Dispatch. The
earliest morning response is 5 AM, unless the forecast was
so threatening, closings are announced the night before.
If weather necessitates that school closes during the
day, all four Catholic schools will respond together. Mr.
Ohnoutka will consult with the elementary principals
before any dismissal is announced. A civil dispatch will
be sent out.
Parents may pick up their student(s) or have them
dismissed to drive home when there is threatening
weather. Students are counted absent for missed time.

From Mrs. Angie Rusher, Media Instructor

Through generous donors at last year’s gala, Scotus was able to purchase 216 more Lenovo laptops to
use in classrooms, bringing the Lenovo total to 288.
Classroom sets of Lenovos are in the English,
Spanish, Science and Social Studies classrooms. Another classroom set is available to check out by teachers in
other curriculum areas. There are two computer science labs and a journalism lab along with 30 computers in the media center for student use.
There is even have Lenovos for our injured students to skype into their classrooms as needed. This
brings the device count to 376 for our 364 students.
Teachers are excited and using not only the devices, but the online resources available for students.
Scotus students each have a Microsoft Office 365 account, which allows them access to email, files and all
the Microsoft programs and apps from anywhere.
They can also download the desktop version of Microsoft Office 2016 to one home device for free.
PowerSchool continues to update and add resources for communication between teachers, students, and parents.
Aside from core classes and programs, Scotus also
has licensing for the Adobe Creative Cloud Suite for
use in Modern Technology, Media, Art, and Newspaper classes learning about videos, graphics, animation,
layout, and design.
As this all is is going on, there is preparation of a
schedule, purchases and curriculum for the new
STEAM lab next year.
It is an exciting time for technology at Scotus. Parents are encouraged to ask their students about all the
ways they are learning through technology at school,
and how they can use that technology to their advantage when they are outside of school.

SCOTUS GALA
LOTTERY

$12,000 Grand Prize
4 - $500 Consolation Prizes
Only 600 Tickets to be Sold at $100
Each beginning Sun., Jan. 14, 2018.
1st Early Bird Drawing Feb. 14.
Drawing 3 sold tickets, each ticket
buyer gets a free $100 lottery ticket.
2nd Early Bird Drawing March 14.
Drawing 2 sold tickets, each buyer
will gets a free $100 lottery ticket.
Main drawing April 14, 2018, at
Scotus Central Catholic High School
Gala Dinner Auction.
Scotus Central Catholic High School,
Columbus, NE, is sponsor and
beneficiary of this Lottery.

Gabbi Young, a 7th grader, works on a Lenovo in Deb Ohnoutka's English class. Ten different classrooms have sets of Lenovos
for student use including all of the English classes.

Raffle ID# 35-0633283

2

‘Broadway’ is the Dinner Theme

Tuition Assistance Program
Details coming in February

“Band on Broadway” is this year’s theme for the 23
Annual Dinner Concert Mon., Feb. 5.
Dinner will be served in the Scotus Cafeteria from
5:15-7 PM. The concert begins at 7 PM in Scotus Memorial Hall.
Cost for the event is $6 per adult and $3 per student
in grades Kindergarten through 12. Tickets are available
from any band student or at the door.
rd

Watch for information in the February Shamrock
Lines regarding Tuition Assistance Programs for the
2018-2019 school year.

Annual Report Available
Copies of the 2016-17 Annual Report are available
at all three Columbus Catholic parish offices and in the
Scotus Development Office. The color version of the
annual report online at the Scotus website under the
“Publications” tab:
https://scotuscc.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/
scotusannualreport_16-17_web.pdf

Band Bake Sale Again a Success
Thank you to parents for donating to this year’s
Band Bake Sale at the annual Gala the first weekend of
December. The packaging was beautiful and there was a
large variety of products from which to choose.

Keep Contact Info Updated
It is important for Scotus to have the most current
contact information. The school must be contacted if any
of contact information has changed.
If you are not receiving civil dispatches and want to,
contact Kris Andresen at kandresen@scotuscc.org or 402564-7165 Ext 102.

Junior High Guidance
Schedule Changes
With the beginning of second semester, 7th- and 8thgrade students will note a slight change in their schedules.
Seventh-grade students’ 2nd-period will switch between Health and Keyboarding classes, opposite Religion; and 8th-period Art, Vocal Music or Study Hall will
change, while PE remains the same.
Eighth-grade class changes are 1st-period rotates
between Keyboarding and Health while Religion returns
to 1st-quarter instructors; 5th-period classes switch between Careers and Spanish, opposite Literature; 7thperiod Vocal Music or Study Hall sections flip flop; and
Art alternates with PE.
Students received copies of their schedules in December and they are available on Power School.
7th Grade Tests
Terra Nova test results were sent home with students. The home report generated for the family includes a national percentile rank. It is used to compare
the individual student to the performance of other students in the nation participating in the Terra Nova test.
ACT Aspire have not yet arrived.
Elementary visits
Mrs. Weir and Mr. Ohnoutka will be making numerous visits to all three of the elementary schools in
the upcoming weeks to introduce themselves to the 6th
grade classes and answer any questions the students may
have about Junior High. Mrs. Weir will also administer
the GSRT (Gray Silent Reading Test).

Only 20% needed to meet
Campaign Goal for A/C
This year’s Annual Appeal Campaign is $110,000
and we are at $87,957 or 80% of the goal! If everyone
participates in the Annual Appeal, even in a modest way,
we can bring air conditioning to the Dowd Activity Center and the weight room. We can end the misery of volleyball fans and athletes in the fall, students and guests
attending spring concerts and commencement and summer camp attendees.
KC Council #938 of Columbus has provided a lead
gift for the campaign of $10,000.
Drop off or mail donations to the Scotus development office or use your credit card and make an online
donation using the donate button at

https://scotuscc.org/donate-now/
Make your Scotus Investment
the Easy Way!
Go to: www.scotuscc.org
Click on the “Donate” button

Complete the simple form and you’ve made your gift to
accomplish so much for our students!
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Senior High Guidance

Notes Required for Absences

Upcoming Registration
Registration for the 2018-2019 school year is beginning soon. A registration form will be sent home with all
incoming 9-12 grade students. The Course Catalog is available online http://www.scotuscc.org under Academics. A few
minor changes are anticipated to the Course Descriptions.
For those that do not have access to a computer, hard copies are available. After reviewing your student’s upcoming
course requests, registrations are required to be signed by
both student and parent/guardian and returned. Students
will be taken into the computer lab to enter class choices,
beginning with juniors through the 8th graders.
Tests
The PSAT results are in. For additional resource for
interpreting the scores, try www.collegeboard.com/quickstart.
Interested juniors will take the ASVAB on Wed.,
Jan. 10, 2018.
Watch for the 9th grade results of the ACT Aspire
as they are on the way.
The next ACT registration deadline is Fri., Jan. 12.
The test date is Sat., Feb. 10
SCC recognitions
Kendra Wiese, daughter of Gerry and Christi
Wiese, was honored by the Elk’s.
Grace Odbert, daughter of Rich and Kati Odbert,
was Rotary Student of the Month.
Senior Check List
Seniors that haven’t already sent in applications to
the schools of choice should do so quickly.
Deadlines for scholarships for each respective college vary, so check their websites.
Check out scholarship search websites on the scotuscc.org
Guidance page.
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) form is available on-line: www.fafsa.ed.gov.
The FAFSA determines student’ eligibility for grants,
college work-study and lower interest loans at each individual college. NOTE: Parents’ and student’s 2016 federal taxes need to be completed.
Slide show pictures need to be turned in!

If you know your child will be absent from school, a
note (no phone call) needs to be sent in with the student at least 2 days in advance. This allows time for the
student to talk to teachers, get homework and have
them sign a Foreseen Absence form, or pink slip. The
pink slip must be turned in BEFORE the student misses
school. If the pink slip NOT turned in BEFORE the
student misses school, they receive detention.
Notes explaining a student’s absence must include:
· Students first and last name
· Date/s the student will be absent
· Reason for absence
· Parent signature

If an absence needs to be reported the day of school
due to illness or injury parents should call the office
between 7-8:45 AM each day of the absence. The student will not be allowed back into school until we have
heard from a parent/guardian.

Joe Schoenfelder, Maintenance
Exit LED lights for facility, $25 each
Two (2) Xpower air mover/carpet/floor dryer, $210 each
20 Automatic toilet/urinal automatic flushers, $200 each
Vacuum Cleaner, $400 each
Six (6) Water fountain filters, $100 each
New courtyard doors by the concessional, to be determined
Two (2) Hallway garbage cans, $150 each
Kristen Cox, Band
New sousaphone to replace 50-year-old instrument, $4,500
Jane Dusel-Misfeldt, Chemistry
Refinish lab station wood base, doors, drawers, to be determined
Cathy Podliska, Media Center
15” Globe on an iron stand, approx. 3’ tall, $145
Christian/Inspirational books (fiction & non-fiction), $355
2017 World Book Encyclopedia 100th edition, $649

Men’s Alumni Basketball

Laura Salyard, Vocal Music
Sound system/mics/amps/wiring in Memorial Hall, $45,000

Mark your calendars now for the annual
men’s alumni basketball tournament at Scotus
Central Catholic Friday and Saturday,
March 23-24, 2018.

Patti Salyard, Computer Lab B
24 new computer tables, to be determined
24 new computer lab chairs, to be determined
Janet Tooley, Health
Carpeting for west wall of Health classroom to decrease
Band Room sound, to be determined

Lunch Payments for 2nd Semester
Just a reminder of the lunch payment schedule for the
2nd semester:

Jeff Ohnoutka, Administration
Replace windows in president’s office, $2,500
Replace windows in the stairwells, to be determined
Security cameras for school, $8,000
Memorial Hall roof, estimated at $100,000
Air conditioning for the Dowd Center, $100,000

Semester
$260.40 Due Mon., Jan. 8, 2018
Monthly
$53.00
Due Mon., Jan. 15, 2018
$53.00
Due Thurs., Feb. 15, 2018
$53.00
Due Thurs., March 15, 2018
$49.80
Due Mon., April 16, 2018
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Mark The Calendar!
The Theme of the 37th Gala is “Unmasking the Future.” It’s
success depends on the involvement of parents and students as
donors, guests, dinner servers and help with clean-up. Your investment makes a tremendous difference for our students at Scotus Central Catholic. Contact the Scotus Development Office with
your, “YES!”
The Gala is the largest annual fundraiser for our school, raising
more than $200,000 annually, effectively providing a $550 tuition
scholarship to each Scotus student.
This year’s Gala co-chairs are Kevin & Heather Bridger, Chris
& Cathy Hutchinson and Bill & Michell Ruskamp. Gala vice-chairs
are Mark & Nicole Lindhorst, Scott & Amy Schaecher and Mark &
Andrea Schumacher.
2017 Gala Report
First and foremost, thank you to all of the donors, guests and volunteers who give so much to make our Gala an annual success! Your investment makes a tremendous difference for our students at Scotus Central Catholic!
The Gala is the largest annual fundraiser for our school and all of the general proceeds from this event are used to balance the school’s annual budget.
2017 Gala Facts







Third highest net revenue in the event’s 36-year history ($205,709)
Highest amount ever raised for a special Gala project ($30,690 for new Lenovo tablets for students)
The average cost per guest to produce the 2017 Gala was $41.00 (meal, beverages, decorations, promotion)
The grand auction accounted for 35% of the net proceeds compared with 54% in 2012 and 54% in 2001
The silent auction accounted for 13% of the net proceeds compared with 14% in 2012 and 18% in 2001
We had 75 dinner servers (adults and students) and more than 75 other event workers

Who were our 2017 Gala Guests?









We had 525 guests seated for the 2017 Gala dinner and 301 bid numbers were assigned to guests
225 of the 525 guests bought a Gala ticket for the $70 price
50 of the 525 guests bought their gala ticket for $250 each and designated “Friends of Scotus”
36 of the 525 guests were given free tickets as members of the Scotus faculty or local clergy
70 of the 525 guests were given free tickets as workers at the event
236 of the 525 guests were given free tickets as donors of auction items or sponsors of raffles, etc. and the tickets were used by the
donors or given to their friends, staff or family
100 of the 525 guests did not have to check out at the bank because they did not make any
purchases or donations
on their bid number (some of these guests may have been donors of auction items or purchased a Gala lottery ticket with cash)
120 of the 525 guests checked out at the Gala bank with a bill of $40 or less

What is trending with the Scotus Gala?






Net proceeds from the event, although successful in 2017, have been nearly flat since 2012
Involvement in the oral and silent auctions has been waning
The recently introduced catered Gala meals have been well-received
We continue to have a core of experienced and dedicated workers who help the event run smoothly
Prior to 2012 we seated 625 guests. In 2013 we decided to reduce the maximum number to 525 and allow more room for everyone.
To do this, we reduced the number of free tickets made available and this change did not affect the event’s net proceeds.

What’s Next?




Our committee will work to make the Gala: fresh, engaging and supported by the Columbus community
We need to attract buyers to attend the Gala and we need to provide auction items that they will want to buy
We need every guest and worker, whether they purchase a ticket or it was given to them, to attend with a committed intention of philanthropy in support of Catholic education at Scotus.

The 2018 Gala theme is, “Unmasking the Future” and let’s all take a role to “reveal” the great things God has planned
for us and give Him praise for all he has already given to us!

5

Children’s Scholarship Fund
Would you invest $25.00 in a program that will be matched and returned to our Catholic schools as a $75.00 scholarship?
Or an investment of $100.00 that will become a $300.00 scholarship? That’s the return our Columbus supporters nearly
received in 2017 when they contributed to the Children’s Scholarship Fund program—which provides tuition assistance
scholarships for students attending any of our Columbus Catholic schools, grades K-8.
We solicited funds (December 2016 through July 2017) and sent to CSF-Omaha a donation total of $20,239.07 from Columbus. We received back $60,700.00 in scholarships benefiting 72 students who are attending one of our four Catholic
schools during the 2017-18 school year. For each dollar raised and sent to Omaha, we were guaranteed to receive back
$1.50 from CSF and we received back $3.00. A comparison with the last 5 years is below.
School Students
Scotus 24
St. Anthony 31
St. Bonaventure 14
St. Isidore 3
Total 72
Money Sent to Omaha

2017-18
$19,200
$27,300
$12,500
$ 1,700
$60,700

2016-17
17/$12,800
32/$29,300
19/$15,900
5/$ 3,200
73/$61,200

2015-16
13/ $8,200
26/$26,700
22/$15,800
9/$16,000
70/$66,700

2014-15
20/$14,400
30/$26,300
23/$15,400
9/$5,800
82/$61,900

2013-14
16/$12,000
27/$23,500
23/$14,200
9/$6,100
75/$55,800

2012-13
17/$10,300
32/$25,900
30/$17,400
13/$10,400
92/$64,000

$20,239.07 $24,013.65

$23,475.00

$23,999.97

$20,279.00

$20,000.00

The Children’s Scholarship Fund (CSF) program is based in New York and locally managed by a private foundation in
Omaha. Tuition assistance is provided for parochial school students attending grades K-8 and families must demonstrate
financial need through an application in order to qualify for a scholarship. Each family is expected to contribute a minimum
of $500 toward tuition expenses.
CSF is a designated 501 (c) 3 and your gift is tax deductible to the extent provided by law. We cannot receive CSF scholarship funding unless local contributions are raised. Please consider making a contribution, (checks payable
to: Children’s Scholarship Fund) and send your donation to Scotus in an envelope marked “CSF.” Or you can support our
fundraising effort through the second collections for CSF at our local parishes later this winter. Remember, every dollar
you contribute will be matched and returned to our schools!

New Endowed Scholarships
Through a $5,000 gift to the Scotus endowment, Marvin Styskal recently established an annual scholarship entitled, The
Marvin and Marlene Styskal Family Scholarship. Annual earnings from the Styskal Fund will be used to fund a single award. And a
$25,000 donation to the Scotus endowment from Kevin and Jacquie Ingemansen has also created an annual scholarship entitled,
The
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