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New Year Brings Resolutions

Annual Appeal Reaches 58%
Let’s get it done! If everyone participates, even in a
modest way, the goal of $105,000 can be reached to
make the following improvements in classrooms:
 Replace 54-year-old fluorescent light fixtures
with efficient LED lighting.
 Paint walls & replace flooring.
 Add storage furniture such as bookshelves and
cabinets.
 Install new HVAC controllers in each room to
provide teachers with more control of their
classroom environment.
 Replace some of the faculty desks.
To date, $61,054, or 58.1%, has been raised.
Pledges can be mailed to or dropped off at the Development Office OR donate with a credit card online
on the Scotus website (see box below).

From Mr. Jeff Ohnoutka, Scotus President

Happy New Year!
Like clockwork, with the New Year comes a flurry
of resolutions. Every year at this time, television, newspapers, radio and social media bombard us with fitness
and diet commercials, knowing that we are most vulnerable as we plan to make this year the year of eating right
and working out more.
The concept of a resolution, though, makes sense. It’s
our way of constantly looking to improve ourselves and be
at our best. Schools are no different.
Every year, we develop a strategic plan and identify
ways that we want our school to improve. This helps us
identify needs in our school and take a look at the process we intend to use to improve in that area. So, we are
always making New Year resolutions as well.
Here are my New Year’s resolutions for Scotus
Central Catholic:
1. Our teachers will be relentless in their pursuit of
having high expectations for our students. This is the
foundation of our academic and extracurricular success.
Our students rise to the challenge when they know they
have someone who cares enough to push them to be better than they ever thought they could be.
2. As a school, we will continue to give our teachers
opportunities to develop their skills in the area of differentiation. This allows them to reach the different learning
styles and skill levels that each of our students possess.
3. We want to continue to develop a culture at Scotus Central Catholic where every student feels like they
have a mentor that they can talk to and feel like someone
is looking out for them.
If I could have a wish, that wish would be that more
families in our community recognize the value and need
for their child to get a Catholic education. This wish is
not financially motivated, but motivated by the fact that
so many good things happen in our school. It would be
great for more families to experience that.

Make your Scotus Investment the Easy Way!
Go to: www.scotuscc.org
Click on the “Donate” button.

Complete the simple form and you’ve made your gift
to accomplish so much for our students!

Jeff Ohnoutka
President

Merlin Lahm
Asst. Principal/
Athletic Director

Pam Weir
Guidance Counselor

Fr. Capadano
Campus Minister

John Schueth
Development Director
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Blessed John
Duns Scotus,
Pray for
Us.

New Scholarships Established

Schools Get Great Returns on
Every $1 Sent to Omaha

The Don & Joan Sokol Endowed Scholarship was established in the autumn when the family donated $12,000. The
Marilyn Gangel Endowed Scholarship was formed with a
$10,000 family donation. Donations are being taken for the
Jim Puetz Memorial Scholarship, with $17,606 or 70% of
the $25,000 goal received.
These scholarships will provide tuition assistance for
students attending Scotus.

When donors gave to the Children’s Scholarship Fund
(CSF) for this academic year, they were guaranteed a generous return in the form of funds providing tuition assistance
scholarships to students in Kindergarten through 8th grade in
Columbus parochial schools.
Funds totaling $21,145.97 from December 2017 to
July 2018 were sent to CSF in Omaha. Columbus in turn
received $52,900 in scholarships benefitting 62 students
attending Catholic school during the 2018-2019 academic
year. Columbus Catholic schools were guaranteed a return of $1.50 for each $1, and received $2.50 per $1.
Below is the funding received by the Columbus Catholic schools the past four years:
School
Year/# Students
Scotus
‘18-19/16
Scotus
‘17-18/24
Scotus
‘16-17/17
Scotus
‘15-16/13
St. Anthony
‘18-19/32
St. Anthony
‘17-18/31
St. Anthony
‘16-17/32
St. Anthony
‘15-16/26
St. Bonaventure
‘18-19/12
St. Bonaventure
‘17-18/14
St. Bonaventure
‘16-17/19
St. Bonaventure
‘15-16/22
St. Isidore
‘18-19/2
St. Isidore
‘17-18/3
St. Isidore
‘16-17/5
St. Isidore
‘15-16/9
Totals
Year/# Students
Amount Rec.
‘18-19/62
$52,900
‘17-18/72
$60,700
‘16-17/73
$61,200
‘15-16/70
$66,700

Gala Seeks Lords and Ladies

Students, parents and Scotus friends are needed to
help at “A Night at Castle Shamrock,” the 38th annual
Gala Dinner and Auction Sat., April 6, 2019, with setup, clean-up, donating, attending and serving dinner.
This is the school’s largest annual fundraiser and the
Gala, raising more than $200,000 annually, providing
$575 in tuition scholarship for each Scotus student.
Co-chairs are Mark and Nicole Lindhorst, Scott and
Amy Schaecher and Mark and Andrea Schumacher; and
vice-chairs, Dan and Jill Clarey, Mike and Nicole Fleming and Joe and Shelly Steffensmeier.
Contact the co-chairs or vice-chairs; or Janice
Rosenquist in the Scotus Development Office at 402564-7165 ext. 154 or jrosenquist@scotuscc.org today to
sign up.

Amount
$14,200
$19,200
$12,800
$8,200
$26,200
$27,300
$29,300
$26,700
$11,200
$12,500
$15,900
$15,800
$1,300
$1,700
$3,200
$16,000
$ Sent to Omaha
$21,145.97
$20,239.07
$24,013.65
$23,475.00

A Night at Castle
Shamrock Lottery
$100 Each

The Children’s Scholarship Fund program is based in
New York and managed locally by a private foundation
in Omaha. Families must demonstrate financial need
through an application in order to qualify for a scholarship. Each family receiving tuition assistance must contribute a minimum of $500 toward tuition expenses.
CSF is a designated 501(c)3 and gifts are taxdeductible to the extent provided by law. CSF scholarship
funding is available only with local contributions raised.
Please prayerfully consider making a contribution. Make
checks payable to Children’s Scholarship Fund.
Contributions may be sent to Scotus in an envelope
marked, “CSF,” or given at a second collection in parishes later this season.

Only 600 to be sold for
chances to win any or
all of the $12,000 and
four $500 prizes
Ticket sales begin Jan. 6.
Early Bird drawings are Feb. 6 and
March 6 for a free lottery ticket for
each lucky ticket seller.
Main drawing is April 6 at the
Gala Dinner and Auction. Need
not be present to win.
Lottery is for the benefit of and sponsored by
Scotus Central Catholic High School,
Columbus, NE, Raffle ID#35-0633283
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Dash Sales Top Last Year’s Totals

Career Paths Focus of New Club

This year’s Dash for Holiday Cash lottery ticket sales
and net proceeds increased by 10 percent over last
year’s sales.
Students sold raffle tickets in early November, with
the raffle ending Nov. 16. Cara Belina’s name was
drawn from the 2,390 tickets sold. That total is up 10.2
percent from last year’s sales of 2,146.
Net proceeds were $10,315.10, an increase of 10.7
percent from 2017’s total of $9,206.88. All proceeds
are for the scholarship fund.
Of the 348 students at Scotus, 23 opted to not participate and seven lost their tickets.
Thank you, St. Joseph Church in Platte Center, for
again sponsoring the lottery.

Under the leadership of junior Lauren Ostdiek and
STEAM instructor Mrs. Betsy Rall, the Careers Club
was formed to offer members information on various
career paths and how to get there.
To date, Matt Niedbalski has talked to members
about the field of finance; Sarah Pillen, law; and Kaitlin
Roh, education and political science. The speakers share
about their jobs and education and offer advice to students interested in their field. The next speaker will be
from the medical field.
As the club continues to grow, opportunities for job
shadowing are being developed.
“We are looking forward to opportunities this club
will provide for Scotus students,” Ostdiek said.

JH to Promote Heart Health

Please Look for MIA PE Clothes

PE uniform items are missing the first semester.
Everyone needs to see if they grabbed someone else's by
mistake. Please check at school and at home in the laundry. All shirts should have names on the back and shorts
should have names inside the waistbands. Please return
these items when found to the rightful owner or the
Central Office.

In January and February, the Scotus Jr. High Physical Education classes will collect pledges for the American Heart Association’s Hoops for Heart program.
This is event sponsored by the American Heart Association and the American Alliance for Health, Physical
Education Recreation and Dance promotes physical fitness and heart health awareness through fun basketball
activities. It teaches the value of cardiovascular fitness
while raising money for research of heart disease and
stroke.
Please be generous when a student asks for a donation because:
 Heart disease and stroke are America’s No. 1
and No. 3 killers, respectively, and touch everyone’s lives.
 About 13% of children and adolescents are
overweight.
 More than 9 million children are overweight
and 36% get no exercise.
 Obesity among our nation’s youth has tripled in
the past 15 years.
 Obesity is the fastest growing cause of illness
and death in the U.S.
 American children ages 2-17 spend more time
watching television than any other activity except sleeping.
 For the first time in history, children’s life spans
are predicted to be shorter than their parents’
because of inactivity and obesity-related diseases.
 Families and schools are the two most critical
links in providing the foundation for physical
activity and nutrition.
There are diet and exercise tips, information on
ways to live a heart-healthy lifestyle and more on-line at
americanheart.org/simplesolutions.

2nd-Semester Lunch $ Schedule

To pay for lunches for the second semester, $264.60 is
due by Jan. 1, 2019. Monthly payments are due as follows:
Jan. 15, 2019; Feb. 15, 2019; and March 15, 2019
$55 each; and April 15, 2019, $44.20.
Lunch balances are available on PowerSchool. Call
Mrs. Shelly Adams at 402-564-7165 ext. 153 with questions or concerns.

Hours Need to be Entered

Living the Faith Hours need to be entered in x2Vol in a
timely manner after each service project is completed, as a
courtesy to your supervisor and for your own memory.
The handbook says hours should be submitted within
one month of the project's completion.
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Senior High Guidance

Visits Planned with 6th-Graders

Registration for the 2019-2020 school year begins
soon. Registration forms will be sent home. The Course
Catalog is available online http://www.scotuscc.org under
“Academics” (copies available upon request). A few minor
changes are anticipated to the Course Descriptions. After
reviewing student’s upcoming course requests, registrations must be signed by both student and parent/guardian
and returned. Students will enter class choices in the computer lab, beginning with juniors down through grade 8.
The PSAT results are in. For resources to interpret
scores, go to https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psatnmsqt-psat-10/scores/understanding-scores.
Interested juniors will take the ASVAB Jan. 9.
Freshman ACT Aspire results are still pending.
Jan. 11 is the registration deadline for the ACT .
The test date is Feb. 9.
Nathan Schumacher is the Scotus recipient of the
Elk’s student recognition. He is the son of Rick and Theresa Schumacher.
Abe Perault, son of Randy and Pam Perault was
the Rotary Student of the Month.
Seniors, those that haven't sent in applications to
the schools of your choice need to do so quickly. Deadlines for scholarships for each respective college vary, so
check college websites.
College scholarship information is available on
the Scotus website under “Guidance.”
The Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) free application form is available www.fafsa.ed.gov. The FAFSA determines student’ eligibility for grants, college work study
and lower interest loans at each individual college. The
parents’ AND student’s 2017 federal taxes will need to
be completed.
Get your slide show pictures turned in!

Mr. Jeff Ohnoutka, Scotus President, and Mrs. Pam
Weir, Scotus Guidance Counselor, plan to visit all three
Catholic elementary schools over the next few weeks.
The purpose of the visits are to introduce themselves
to the 6th-grade students and answer questions they may
have about junior high at Scotus.
The Gray Silent Reading Test (GSRT) also will be
administered.

Administration (Jeff Ohnoutka)
Replace windows in president’s office, $1,000
Replace windows in the stairwells, to be determined
Classroom and hallway LED lighting, to be determined
Classroom painting/flooring/furnishings, to be determined
Athletic Department (Merlin Lahm)
Tanita TBF-300WA Plus scale for wrestling (NSAA-approved
body composition/weight assessment scale), $1,499.96
Band (Kristen Cox)
Drum major mace with case and dome cover, $250
Chemistry (Jane Dusel-Misfeldt)
Refinish lab station wood base, doors, drawers, to be determined
Computer Lab B (Patti Salyard)
24 new computer tables, to be determined
24 new computer lab chairs, to be determined
Family & Consumer Science (Carmen Johnson)
New countertops, stainless steel sinks and faucets for the
classroom, $1,294
Health (Janet Tooley)
Ceiling fans and electrical installation in girls’ varsity locker
room, to be determined
Carpeting for west wall of Health classroom to decrease Band
Room sound, to be determined

Junior High Guidance

Schedule Changes for 7th-grade are 2nd period
alternating Health and Keyboarding classes; and 8th period Art, Vocal Music or Study Hall alternate.
Eighth-grade schedule changes are 1st period,
Keyboarding and Health alternate; Religion returns to
1st-quarter instructors; 5th period, Careers, Spanish or
Literature alternate; and 7th-period Vocal Music or
Study Hall alternates with Art. Student schedules were
handed out in December and are available on PowerSchool.
The 7th-grade Terra Nova test results were sent
home with students. The home report generated for the
family includes a national percentile rank. It is used to
compare the individual student to the performance of
other students in the nation participating in the Terra
Nova test.
The 7th-grade ACT Aspire are still pending.

HOSA (Joan Lahm)
March 2019 HOSA Leadership Conference fees of $120/student,
number of students attending to be determined
Maintenance (Joe Schoenfelder)
Gator with snow handling attachments, $10,000
3 High Gain microphones for Dowd Center, $600
Media Center (Cathy Podliska)
15” Globe on an iron stand, approx. 3’ tall, $145
Christian/Inspirational books (fiction and non-fiction), $355
2017 World Book Encyclopedia Commemorative 100th edition, $649
Speech (Melanie Mimick)
Scripts for Interpretation events, $100
Vocal Music (Laura Salyard)
Sound system/mics/amps/wiring in Memorial Hall, $45,000
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JMT Places Fourth at State

Keep Current with Calendar App

Congratulations to the Junior Mock Trial team on
placing fourth out of 12 teams at the state Mock Trial
competition Dec. 3-4, 2018, in Omaha.
This year's case was pertinent to issues in today's
society, dealing with an opioid distribution drug bust.
The Junior Mock Trial team was the only team of
four representing Scotus at district competition in November to advance to the state competition with the
Scotus Sophomore Mock Trial team finishing as district
runner-up.
Team members learned the case material as well as
information about the court system, courtroom decorum
and state laws. Using acting, public speaking and critical
thinking skills, team members performed a mock trial for
the case in competition against other schools.
Team members Amber Buhman, Rachael Lam, Brea
Lassek, Emily Miksch, Chloe Odbert, Lauren Ostdiek,
Kate Smith and Liza Zaruba competed well in the twoday state competition, facing off against South Sioux
City, Creighton Prep and York to secure their fourthplace standing.

It’s always nice to have the Shamrock Lines handy to
check the school calendar and visit the website while on
the computer. There also is a way to view of all Scotus
activities for people on-the-go.
The app, RSchool, provides live
views of school activities on smartphones
or tablets. Go to iTunes or Google Play
and search for RSchool (see icon at right).
When setting up the app, choose,
“Nebraska/ Centennial Conference/
Scotus Central Catholic.”

Civil Dispatch and Local Radio
Used to Announce Closings
When the snow flies and the ice accumulates in Nebraska, there’s a chance schools will close.
When the weather is bad, parents should look for a
Civil Dispatch, listen to the local radio stations for updated information or go to www.mycentralnebraska.com
(see “Closings & Delays” on the right side of the page)
anytime after 5 AM. The exception will be if the the
weather is so threatening that closings need to be announced the night before.
If weather necessitates a closing during the day, the
four Catholic school principals will consult before dismissal is announced; after which, a civil dispatch will be sent.
Reminder to parents: You may choose to pick up your
child or have your child dismissed to drive home when
there is threatening weather. Students are counted absent for missed time.

JH Speech Prepare to Compete

The new Scotus Junior High Speech Team members
will showcase their talents at various times during the
second semester.
Their first opportunity will be a an open house at
Scotus in February at a time to be announced. The team
also plans to compete at David City Fri., March 1, and
Fremont Bergan Sat., April 13. The Wayne competition
Sat., April 27, also is a possibility.
It’s not too late for any junior high student interested in joining the team to do so. Just see Mrs. Zanardi or
Miss Mimick when school resumes Jan. 7.

Games Sought for TeamMates
TeamMates members and mentors generally meet in
the Media Center where card decks and board games are
available to them. Some games are woefully outdated,
such as Trivial Pursuit. Donations of new or slightlyused games can be brought to the Central Office.

Amazon Donates to Scotus
Shop at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate to
Scotus Central Catholic High School. Just choose Scotus
CCHS as your preferred charity when you shop (see below).
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Mark the Calendar








Dress Event Set in Columbus
Once Upon a Prom Dress is Sat., Feb. 9, 10 AM-2
PM, at the United Methodist Church Outreach Center,

Jan. 1-2, No School, Happy New Year
Jan. 3-4, No School, staff in-service
Jan. 7, School resumes at 8:15 AM
Jan. 11, Dress Down Day for Flags
Jan. 16-18, March for Life
Jan. 28-Feb. 1, Catholic Schools Week
Jan. 28, No School/staff in-service

3602 16th St., in Columbus.
This is a free event for all Columbus
and area girls. Each girl attending must be
accompanied by an adult female family
member or friend and bring their student
identification.
Attendees will be able to take one
dress, one pair of shoes and one sent of accessories/make
-up to complete their prom look at NO COST. Each girl
will also be entered into a drawing for either a certificate
for a hair style or a corsage/boutonniere set.
Dress Drives: Collections are Saturdays, Jan. 12
and 19, 10 AM–Noon, on the north side of the Family
Resource Center at 31st Avenue and 19th Street. New
or gently-used dresses, dress shoes, dress and hair accessories, nail polish and handbags will be accepted. Please,
no make-up which is being donated by independent
beauty consultants in the area. Donations also may be
taken to the United Way office anytime in January.
For information, contact Angie Ramaekers at 402270-3376 or Jean Kamrath at 402-649-9150; or email
onceuponapromdress@yahoo.com.

Alumni BB Tourney in March
Mark your calendars for the annual
men’s alumni basketball tournament at
Scotus Central Catholic Friday-Saturday,
March 22-23, 2019.
Here’s where you’ll find
the Pirates’
Treasure…
at the

24th
Annual Band
Dinner Concert

Test Your Knowledge of
the Feast of the Epiphany

Mon., Feb. 4
Dinner, 5:15-7 PM
Concert, 7 PM

1. How many wise men (Magi) visited Joseph, Mary
and Jesus in Bethlehem?
2. Which King of Israel wanted to kill the baby who
would grow to become the Messiah?
3. Who wrote the text of the carol, “We Three Kings?”
4. The story of the visit of the Magi is in which Gospel?
5. What is the origin and meaning of “epiphany?”
6. What are the traditional names given to the Magi?
7. What is myrrh?
8. What is Epiphany also known as?
9. What do the gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh
symbolize?
10. What countries
or regions did
the Magi
represent?

Tickets are $3 per student
grades K-12 and $6 per adult,
available from any band
student or at the door.

Save Receipts For
Put your

receipts in the Scotus receptacle as you leave the store
and help Scotus score free educational
materials. Receipts must be dated between
Sept. 1, 2018, and March 2, 2019.

Answers: 1) The Bible doesn’t say; 2) Herod; 3) John Henry Hopkins Jr.; 4) Matthew; 5) Greek, “to show forth;” 6) Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar; 7) Dried sap of
an African tree used anciently in embalming ointments and burned at funerals; 8) The
Twelfth Night; 9) Gold represents Jesus’ royal standing; frankincense, his divine
birth; and myrrh, his mortality; and 10) Europe (Melchior), Arabia (Caspar) and
Africa (Balthazar).
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